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PROGRAM 


Myrthen Op.25 Robert Schumann (1810-1856) 

1. Widmung 

2. Freisinn 

3. Der Nussbaum 

4. Jemand 

5. Lieder aus dem Schenkenbuch im Divan I (Sitz’ ich allein) 

6. Lieder aus dem Schenkenbuch im Divan II (Setze mir nicht) 

7. Die Lotosblume 

8. Talismane 

9. Lied der Suleika 

10. Die Hochlander-Witwe 

11. Lied der Braut I (Mutter, Mutter!) 

12. Lied der Braut II (Lass mich ihm am Busen hangen) 

13. Hochlanders Abschied 

14. Hochlandisches Wiegenlied 

15. Aus dem Hebraischen Gesangen (Mein Herz ist schwer!) 

16. Ratsel 

17. Zwei Venetianische Lieder I (Leis’ rudern hier) 

18. Zwei Venezianische Lieder II (Wenn durch die Piazetta) 

19. Hauptmanns Weib 

20. Weit, Weit 

21. Was will die einsame Trane? 

22. Niemand 

23. Im Westen 

24. Du bist wie eine Blume 

25. Aus dem Ostlichen Rosen 

26. Zum Schluss 
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Biographies 


NATHALIE PAULIN, soprano 

Soprano Nathalie Paulin has established herself in the United 
States, Canada and Europe as an interpretive artist of the very 
first rank. Winner of a Dora Mavor Moore Award for Outstanding 
Opera Performance, she has collaborated with internationally 
renowned conductors including Jane Glover, Michael Christie, 
Robert Spano, Kent Nagano, Yannick Nezet-Seguin, Antony 
Walker, Bernard Labadie, Sir Roger Norrington, Andrew Parrott, 
David Agler, Jacques Lacombe and Andrew Litton on both 
the concert platform and in opera. Reviewing from Chicago, 
John van Rhein noted that “Paulin in particular is a real find; her 
rich, agile voice possesses great depth and allure, her manner 
radiates sensuous charm.” Ms. Paulin debuted for L'Opera de 
Montreal as Melisande in Pelleas et Melisande and sang the title 
role in Semele for Chicago Opera Theater. She has also been 
heard as Susanna in Le nozze di Figaro for Cincinnati Opera 
and for Opera Tampa, as Micaela in Carmen. 

Upcoming and recent engagements include Messiah for 
Portland Baroque, the Naples Philharmonic, and the New 
Jersey Symphony, Faure’s Requiem for the Vancouver 
Symphony, Mozart’s Requiem for Symphony Nova Scotia, 
Carmina Burana for Festival de Lanaudiere, the title role in 
Theodora for Vancouver Early Music and Beethoven’s Mass 
in C with Tafelmusik. She has been featured at the Wexford 
Festival, Bard Summerscape, Opera Lafayette in D.C. and 
New York, Seattle Symphony, Rotterdam Philharmonic and 
the Handel and Haydn Society of Boston. A Universite de 
Montreal alumna, she won prizes at the Montreal Symphony 
Competition, George London Foundation in New York, and the 
Canadian Music Competition. Ms Paulin is currently a member 
of the Vocal Department at the Faculty of Music, University of 
Toronto. 

KRISZTINA SZABO, mezzo-soprano 

In 2016-17 Krisztina Szabo appears as soloist and actor in 
Canadian Stage/Necessary Angel Theatre’s All But Gone, 
an innovative new production featuring plays by Samuel 
Beckett and music by Kaija Saariaho and Garrett Sholdice; as 
soloist in Messiah with Tafelmusik; as the title role in Rossini’s 
Cenerentola with Edmonton Opera; as soloist for a world 
premiere of a work by Gary Kulesha with the NAC Orchestra, 
Ottawa; as soloist in Mahler 2 with Ottawa Symphony 
Orchestra; as soloist with Music of the Baroque, Chicago; as 
Sofiya in Tapestry New Opera’s Oksana G ; and in recital and 
masterclass at the University of Victoria, University of Alberta 
and Mount Allyson University. 

Last season highlights include appearances with the Canadian 
Opera Company in three leading roles (Thisbe/Arianna/Clorinda) 
in Pyramus and Thisbe and she reprised the role of Judith 
in Bartok’s Bluebeard’s Castle with Samuel Ramey for the 
Colorado Music Festival. In 2015, she was nominated twice for 
a Dora Award for Outstanding Female Performance for her work 
with the Canadian Opera Company and with Tapestry Opera. 

ASITHA TENNEKOON, tenor 

Since moving to Toronto in the fall of 2014, Sri Lankan tenor 
Asitha Tennekoon has quickly established himself as a versatile 
singer and actor. His recent breakout performance in Tapestry 
Opera’s Rocking Horse Winner garnered much critical acclaim. 


Richard Harris of The Globe and Mail wrote “The surprise 
of the night was Asitha Tennekoon.. ..his silky, emotional 
presence on stage - both vocally and dramatically - gave the 
show a powerful focus.” Gregory Finney of Schmopera wrote 
“Tennekoon is a revelation. His beautiful leggiero tenor was 
perfect.... [his acting] was endearing, truthful, and raw. Coupled 
with his flawless singing, you couldn’t have asked for any more 
- on any stage - anywhere.” As a concert/recital soloist he 
has been praised as being a “bright, nicely resonant tenor.... 
with expression and sensitive phrasing” (Joseph So, Musical 
Toronto). His concert credits include performances with The 
Theatre of Early Music, Toronto Classical Singers, London Pro 
Musica, and Village Voices. 

During his formative years in the USA Tennekoon was a 
featured soloist with the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, 
the Indianapolis Symphonic Choir, the Columbus Indiana 
Philharmonic Choir, the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra, and 
the Indianapolis Baroque Orchestra. Tennekoon studied Vocal 
Performance at the Jacobs School of Music, Indiana University. 
In Toronto he completed the Artist Diploma Program at the 
Glenn Gould School at the Royal Conservatory of Music. He 
also holds Licentiate Diplomas in Voice and Piano from the 
Trinity College of Music, London, and the Associated Board of 
the Royal Schools of Music, London. 

HELEN BECQUE, piano 

Belgian pianist Helen Becque gave her European debut at 
the age of nine, and has since been noted for her consistently 
thoughtful and emotionally-committed performances which 
have made her an increasingly sought-after young artist in 
Europe and North America. 

Helen was a finalist in the prestigious International Hugo 
Wolf Competition (Stuttgart), and a semi-finalist in the largest 
competition for Lied in the world, 'Das Lied’ (Berlin). She 
completed post-graduate studies with the pre-eminent 
Lieder coach in Europe, Helmut Deutsch, at the Munchen 
Hochschule fur Musik und Theater, and has worked with the 
most celebrated vocalists and pianists active, including Edith 
Wiens, Benton Hess, Menahem Pressler, Fritz Schwinghammer 
and Boyan Vodenitcharov. Also passionate about opera, Helen 
completed a residency at the Music Academy of the West 
working with Warren Jones. A recipient of the 2010 Richard 
Wagner Verband Munchen scholarship, she attended a week of 
Wagner operas in Bayreuth. 

Sought after as a vocal coach and teacher, she is currently 
a sessional lecturer at the University of Toronto instructing 
German Lieder classes, and was previously a Korrepetitorin 
at the Hochschule fur Musik und Theater Nurnberg-Augsburg in 
Germany. 

The experience of growing up in a ‘polyglot’ environment in 
combination with Helen’s love of song, the human voice, and 
the piano, has proven thus far an enormous catalyst in the 
success of her career. Helen is delighted to have had the 
opportunities she has, and looks forward to much more 
beautiful music-making in the future. 
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